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An k moft Iltuftrious and Potent Prince, 6 
| = Second, King of Spain, had ſcarce given up the ad. K 
8 Breath, . all Europe, which was al- of Spain 


4.5 - attentive on this fad Event, found —— 
Wk . e felis: was to embrace the Ways and Tn 
Cuſtoms of Fance. And that by an uncommon Trick of tells the 


3 2 For 41 pb Will was 1 which Invited to the Puke of. 
all r e Kingdoms, Dutchies, and Principa- * 
ties of of Spe — e Relation, and withal fion, 
X the Family, but an Ally of Sixteen Years 
"Deſeended from a Woman Excluded from all manner of 
Pretenſion to thoſe Dominions;- and this contrary to Oaths 


and Treaties ;- contrary to a former Diſpoſition of the Fa- 


- ther and Grandfather, and to the Ri ts of Birth in ſuch a. 


degree, as according to the aws of Spain, was to 28 : 
| whenoter the Line Male was Ext 3.comrary 50 the vets 


the Female fide ;- and; which Cackns ho o Emperon © 
g — roche ec ad * Leopold. 
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of all Europe : Which proves, as well; in — x as lows. 
lar, That the Crown of. > mould | ix ve allen to 


'Deſcended 0 To make this.clear, let us ee a view wr Affairs as they 
of the have paſt. Philip the Firſt, as cveiy one knows liv'd above 
Male-Line Two Ages ago, and was che 8 . 
7 5 fit lian, the happy 3. Sk of Ch Family of —_ He | 
Houle of had Two Son 
Auſtria Ghent in aa 
that had Born at 1 
_ di. of his Name; i th 10 armer was the e Fifth * his Name as 
__ 1, Emperor, but the Firlt as INC ot Spain. The Partition 
who ha- which was made 9900 tho inn between, he Two 
ving an Brothers at Herm In Wi I. Aer at Charles 
2 who was 4225 Ne to have Jans toget 2 with Bur- 
Elder Bro gundy and all . : and that Ferdinand, who was the 


lber, Younger, and und Wb a Child, i houfd haye the 5 
that are in Germany. 4 * bm id | 8 
0 


ther's happy Eot, 
he was the more eaſil e 
cauſe that though his ſhare was but Ry there was no 4 | 
ſon or power Which could do any ching in prejudjee-gt-hjs 
other Rights, which he was willing to ſuſpend for 4. ti 
aut of pure Reſpect to his Eider Brother: That is 
That 45 always-reſeryed to Himſelf and Succeſſors a B 
to take Poſſeſſion ot that chat large Iaheritance, i ite the Elde 
| Branch ſhould:bappemctodail!; 5 0 
Having Under the favourable influences of -chis. ſolid Rule of | 
treferred* Life and Death, Ferdinand has, tranſmitted! his Poſtatity, J 
the Line of his Son who was. likewiſe called Charles, and by his Grand- 
em fon and Great Grandſon; ux. Ferdinand the Second And 
Daughters the Third in a right Line down: to. Leo pali che Pesſens Em- 
deſerves peror : And tothe end he might maistain the: nin Df 
e rhe Family and fallen ebe ſents of the Agrcement of me, 
Sai, ze he appointagithac che: Branah of din, Excluding the He- 
ig doubly males, ſhauld ſucceed to his — 2 e 
Allied. Ox Firſt; aceordi ngnto the 8 pattianilsy cart - 
4041224 ISS che hide od che F — 
- 122. the ate Load be _ Happy Mk 02 Notn -_ 
e 


make this Prince's firſt Flames abate, by Propel 
much more advantageous Alliance in the 


had ſor his Mother Aar af: Hufria, Daugher to 


ſaid Ferdinand the Third, 
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choice of the Ivfanta of Spain, 9 well for the Common _ | 
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\ . 


e and Siffgr to Leopold; ſo that he 
was doubl related to the Empe | 
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the Will of 


Philip IV. 
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Maria 
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confirmed 
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of Chriſtendom, as for the Advantage of ſo many States, which 
were brought to ruin by folong a War- ö Tod 


What this prudent Lady would have perfuaded the King her 
Nephew to, generouſly preferring the publick Good to her 
own private Intereſt, was a buſineſs full of very conſiderable 
* difficulties. The Spaniards had a long time before teſtify'd 


an inſuperable averſion to this Alliance, efpecially when they 


reflected on the fatal Confuſions that perſons of a temper very 
contrary to theirs, would cauſe in a Government, if the iſſue 


of this marriage ſhould happen to 2 to the —_— f 
pecious pretext of Rela- 


the Kingdoms of Spain, under the 
tion by the Mother's ſide. This difficulty ſeem'd, and: that 


too upon good grounds, of ſuch conſequence, that it wass 
firmly reſolved not to give way to it, unleſs that the Infants 


would prefer the Friendſhip of ſo conſiderable a Husband to 


conſiderations, which otherwiſe perhaps might be of weight. 
Maria Tereſa then muſt renounce not only for her ſelf, in caſe 


of Widowhood with Offspring, but alſo for her Children of 
both Sexes, that ſo the poſterity of France might not have the 
teaſt hopes of ſharing in the Succeflion of Spain. | 
This did not in the leaſt trouble the farts, who, accord- 
ing to the way of the world, did look to the preſent, without 
vexing her Head with the uneaſy Thoughts of uncertain Fu- 


turity ; ſhe eaſily renounc'd both for her ſelf and Poſterity 
for ever, all hopes of the Spaniſh Inheritance, that ſhe 
might have a preſent Share in the Flouriſhing: Crown of 


France ; conſidering, that if ſhe ſhould have Children, they- 
might be abundantly happy, tho' they were as far from the 
Crown of Spain, as from the Humour of the Spaniards. Kin 
Philip her Father, and Lea her Husband, were not averſe 
from this free Conſent of the Infants. . 


It's true, that King Philip was under a prudent Fear, That 


if the Renunciation was not made in plain and clear Terms, 
the Miniſters of France, who were always inclin'd to captious 
Inrerggetations, would take occaſion to do the ſame in this 


Juncture, to attain to their deſigus, which then prevail'd by 


force; And that his Fear was not groundleſs, Experience has 
but too much ſhown : For tho' the Matter and Senſe of Trea- 


ties be never fo clear, yet the Letter being more obſcure, they 


1 
Fi 


ple One, containing moſt 
as a Law for the future. | 


noble Part of the Pyren æan Peace was built. 
It was impoſſible to find out Words more ſtrong, or more 
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wreſt it into a wrong ſenſe. by Force of Arms, as far as their 
Intereſt and Power will allow. ß. 
For which reaſon Cardinal Max arine, and Don Lemm Men- 


dr de Haro, boch Chief Miniſters of two Kings, and their 
Plenipotentiaries, after they had endeavour'd very much at 
the Pyrenæan Treaty, to agree about the Peace; and after they 


had with extraordinary Care treated of the Form of the Re- 
nunciation, they agreed at length with Joy upon a moſt am- 


- 


expreſs. Clauſes, which was to ſerve 


The moſt Chriſtian King had cloath'd his Ambaſſador with 


a full Power to agree to this Renunciation: The ſame ha- 
ving likewiſe been done by the Emperor, with reſpect to his 


Ambaſſador. And ſince, as Tita Livius ſays, That the Law 
of Nations prevails in things which are tranſacted by Faith, by Al. 
liance, by Treaties and Oaths; and that there us a great difference 


between the Publick Faith and the Private Faith ;:that the Publick 
- Faith owes its Force to the Dignity, and the Private to the Form of 


the Agreement ; No body doubted but that what was done 
with reſpe& to the Renunciation, ſhould have been more re- 
ligiouſly obſerv d, fince both its Dignity and Form, in the Trea-» 
ty made about it, did equally contribute to give it Power and 


Force. 00 N LL 
Twas upon this Foundation truly worthy. of the Majeſty 


Royal, that ſo ſolemn an Agreement, and the firſt and moſt 


effectual, than thoſe the 1»fanta and the King her Husband 


made uſe of; the one to expreſs her Renunciation, the other 
to expreſs his Conſent. There, in the moſt ample manner, you 


find a Renunciation of all and every one of the Rights, Titles, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Conſtitutions, Diſpoſitions, Remedies and 


Eretexts by which the Hfanta ( unleſs ſhe happen d to be a 


Widow without any Offspring) or her Children of either 
Sex, born of that Marriage, could at any time pretend to 


the Succeflion of the Spanſh Dominions. Thus the Off. e 1... 
ſpring of France were altogether, excluded from the Crown of be app 
Spain: Nay, the Pope too was: intreated to give his Apoſto- 5 the Pope 


fire of both-.. 


lick Benediction to an Agreement made with fo much deli- 


eration, and ſa.unanimouſly, for the Quiet of both King- 


doms, . 


” dorms, and for the Peace of all Cbrigenlam, ſul ſe Wie 
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the Pyrenean Treaty, Novemb. 7. 1659. and fign'd in a nu- 


Con fr med 
by Oaths. 


And the 
Will of 
Philip IV. 


merous Aſſembly of the Miniſterꝭ of both Princes with mu- 
tual Applauſes, and eſtabliſh'd on-both ſides.with'a-moſt pra- 
dent foreſighr. ' Ban 79723 5151 2 "429; Þ 


Let any one who is diſmtereſted, and free from Paſſion, 
but read che Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Paragraphs of the Con. 


tract of Marriage, and without much enquiry he ſhall clearly 


ſee, that no Diſpoſition or Oider could be made, nor any 


Pretext found, by which a Male. Child of France could aſpire 
to the Crown of Span, ſince hie is excluded from all hopes 
thereto, by Sentences fo clear, Words fo expteſs, and Clau- 
ſes ſo derogatory and declaratory. There is here no need of 
School-ſhiſts and Subterfuges to obſcure the cleareſt Terms. 


God, who is the Searcher of Hearts, and who was called 


upon as a Witneſs in theſe Conventions, do's not allow of 
ambiguous Explications: The Crofs of Chrift 3 The Holineſs 


of the Goſpel 3 The Canon of the Maſs, and ebe Royal Ho- 


nour ; by all which, both Parties were to ſwear in the Form 


of the Pyrenæan Peace, cannot admit or ſuffer that the Words 


ſhould ſay one thing, and the Senſe another. 


The meaning and intention of thoſe that contracted, and 
the perpetual Excluſion of the Line of France, are clearly to / 


be ſeen by the publick Reaſons, and by the Treaty confirm'd 
and ratified by the French King. n Hf OE n en 


The ſame Catholick King, Philip IV. who muſt be allowed. 


to have underſtood the Senſe of this Agreement, repeats it 
plainly in his Will, made the 14th of Decemb 1665. 

That King appoints ſeveral and different things in bis Will 
concerning the Succeſſion of Spain; he alſo relates ſeveral 
things about the Danger that threaten d Spain and all Chriſter 


dom, by reaſon of the Marriages made with the Royal Family 
of France, unleſs there was a Bar put to binder the Acceſſion 


of any that was or ſhould be horn of them, to the Crown 


of Spain. He gives 3 full Account of all the Care and Pre- 
cautions which he was oblig'd to uſe with'hisSifter Auna, with 
Maria Tereſa his Daughter, and with his own Wife El:zaberh 


of Bourbon, to the end, that no Child of France, whether 


Male or Female, ſhould by any manner of way, or on any 
occaſion, come to enjoy the States and Dominions of. Spain. 


He 


4 


E | n — = ; , | | 1 * — * + & 
m * 4 . pages . { d «ar % 4 2 * : * - Y, "2 Y by D 12 1 | r_ 4 þ Ee 2 8 1 4 | 


made to avoid all Occafions, which might give even the molt 
remote Grounds to fear, that the Crown of Spain- ſhould be 
United to that of France; He particularizes ſome Lines of 
Succeſſion ;; and-tho* he knew very well that his Daughter 
could not fail to have a numerous Iſſue by King Lews his 


Son-in-Law, fince ſne was fruitful, and had already brought 
forth the Dauphin and two Daughters; yet not forgetting. 


the Pyrenæan Peace and Agreements, he excludes the Poſte- 
rity of France from coming in any manner of way to the 


Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Dominions ; Not only the Males, in 


whoſe perſons both Kingdoms might be united, bur alfo the 


Females, who by reaſon of the Salique-Law could not be al- 


low'd to reign in France, and conſequently could not unite 


Spain to it, though they were admitted to that Succeſſion. 


So that the 
Houſe of 
Auſtria 
has an in- 
diſputable 
Right, 


But he rather turns himſelf to his own Family of Auſtria, and 
invites the Children of his Siſter Mary, who had died in 1646, 


he goes farther ; and that the French Line might be abſotutely 


_ excluded from the Kingdoms and Dominions of Spain, he 


appoints that in caſe the Houſe of A1ufria- came to be extinct, 
the Succeſſion ſhould falt to the Poſterity of Catberine of Savey, 


* 


vo 
* 1 


| bfeer having had ſeveral Children by the Emperor Ferdinand 
the Third; and among others, the Moſt Auguſt Leopold. Nay, + 


All which is a clear and certain Proof of the Exclufion of the 


French Line, and of the undoubted Right of the Houſe of 
The lately deceas'd King Charles was not a Stranger to fo 
Authentic Teſtimonies of the Truth; the perpetual Renuncia- 
tion of his Siſter, and of her Poſterity was notorious: The 
Will of his Father Philip did particularly nominate a Succeffor 
of the Houſe of Auſtria. Charles himſelf honour'd the Empe- 
ror Leopold, and conſider'd him as his Relation by the Father's 
fide, as his Uncle by the Mother's fide, as the Eldeſt of the 
Houſe of Auſtris as to both Branches, and as apparent Succeſ- 
ſor, by virtue of the Will of his Father, as bountiful and kind 


| by reaſon of the part he had lately given him in the Kingdom 
- V0 


Hungary; not to mention ſeveral other reaſons that he had 


Not td men- 
tion ſeve- 
ral Oblig a» 
tions which 
Charles 

ow'a to this 
Branch. 


to honour and eſteem him; yea, being yet alive, he gave 


him a very ample power over the Forces of Spain. 
1 CG D Never- 
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| Nevertheleſs, according to the Revolutions and Turns of 
the World, ſome of the Spaniſh Miniſters, won by the bright- 


neſs of a certain Neighbour's Gold, uſed all means to incline 


the weak and languiſhing King another way, to take him off 
from his own Family, and wheedle him over to the French ſide, 
which he formerly look'd upon with great averſion. -. They, 
themſelves acknowledg'd and ſuppos d the validity of the 1n- 


fanta Maria Tereſa's Renunciation, and of King #bilip's Will, | 


with all things which had been done for excluding of the 


Heirs of France; but the reaſon of all they make to be this, 


viz. The Fear of the Union of both Crowns; which Fear 
now eqaling, and the Union being hinder'd, there ſhould be 
way made for the Acceſſion of the Children of France to the 
Crown of Spain. 1 . e 
Then they forge a Will, which by the help of ſome La- 
yers they put into form, in favour of the Duke af Anjou; 
and. preſs the dying King to ſign it, when his Heart was 
parch'd and conſum d, and his Brain diſſolv'd into Phlegm; 
a fine piece of work this, which will raiſe the Wonder of 
future Ages, both in Schools and Courts; eſpecially if one 
would but conſider the Sequel and Coherence of the whole 
Affair, which is in other places ſufficiently notorious, as well 
as thoſe Circumſtances already related. m. 
By the former Will of Philip IV. the Caſe is clear, certain, 
and without limitation for an Heir of the Houſe of ' Aufria; 
in the late Will of Charles the Second, they feign a Limitati- 
on, which is inconſiſtent with ic both in Words and Senſe. 
The Son claims in the laſt a Power to make a Will, which 


£ " 


| they that forged the ſecond, endeavour to take away from the 


Father. | | 


The renouncing of the Siſter and the Aunt,contains an uni- 


verſal, unlimited and direct Excluſion ; but the pretended 


Will of Charles will needs ſay, That it has an Oblique Re- 
ſtriction in it, directly contrary to thoſe Terms and Intenti- 

ons above alledg d. The former Solemn Acts declare for the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and in order to their greater force and cer- 
tainty, they are eſtabliſh'd as Fundamental Laws. But is to 
love the Houſe of Auſtria, and to ſtrengthen its Security, the 


| bee it of the Kingdoms already ſo renowned for the 


Name of Suſtria in the Grandfather's time, and the nomina- 
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ting French Sueceſſors ? Reaſon therefore throughly concurs 
with the Letter, for a total Excluſion of the French Poſterity ; 
and it is not true, that in the Treaties and Contracts between 
Spain and France, no more than in the Teſtament of Philip, 
the Union of Crowns was the ſole and only Reaſon. 
For why ſhould it elſe have been neceſſary to give it away 
to the Females or Younger Family? when in France it goes 
to the Eldeſt, and the Females are for ever excluded the Crown 
of France; this would be in vain to fear the Union of the two 
2 in a Perſon which is abſolutely uncapable of ei- 
The Duke of Orleans, one of the Sons of Anne of Auſtria, 
was heretofore paſs d by in ſilence, and by virtue of his Mo- 
ther's Contract of Marriage, has always been neglected; 
Which in the mean time would be contrary to all this, if re- 
gard was had only to the Fear of Uniting the Two. 
And in the laſt place, the Crafty Inventor of the late Will 
has been ſo bold as to do a manifeſt Injury to the moſt Serene 
Daughters of the Emperor Leopold, inaſmugh as he endea- 
vours to exclude all and every of them from the pretended 
Will, although he has not the leaſt ground to fear in 
them the Throne of France and Spain uniting by Inheri- 


It is therefore evident, that the Predeceſſors of the late King 
of Spain have had ſome other Motive than that of the ſole 
fear of the Union; they having bent their whole care to pre- 

vent any Prince of France from coming to the Throne of Spain, 
upon the account of the Publick Tranquility, and for the 
particular benefit of the Houſe of Auſtrias. 

And if we examine the danger of the ſaid Union, what is 
there to aſſure the preſent Spaniards againſt the Union, which 
they never ceaſe exclaiming againſt ? Is it the Faith of France 
ſooſten given, and ſo often broken? Is it the Gravity of the 
Spaniards; which by the Arts of its Enemies is grown as fic- 
- ahU;as variable as a Weathercock toſt by frequent and 
ſudden Whirlwinds?: Is it the Trouble or the Contempt of a 
_ Crown, in the vacance of a nei 


ghbouring one, which lies per- 
petually at catch againſt the Neighbouring States, till they are 
 xeduc'd into Provinces ? Isit the certainty of an np Do. 
roi _ ; | n 
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Small that terrible Slavery which they 
Great, if they don't timouſly reffect on their true Intereſt, and 
join themſelves to the Houſe of Aufriss. 
The meannefs with which thoſe who forg'd the Wil, have 
already proſtituted the reſt of the Spaniards, deſerves pity, 
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ſtiny 7 ſuch Death whereby the Duke of - 


os ba 8 


ſuch Empty Reaſons, being upon the _—_ _ of feeing in 


fince by a haſty and inconſiderate Judgment, they acknow- 


ledge themſelves tobe much inferior to the French; they who 


till then in their Writings, and by ſeveral Actions have defen- 
ded the preheminence of Spain, as 2 to that of the 
Emperor, and much above all other Nations. gas 5 
they offer France the preference, which they ſo long diſputed 
with them; and which is yet more ſurprizing, they offer it 


_ 


too in fo mean and abject a Stile, as can ſeatee be repreferited - 
in any other Words than their own. It is impoſſible to exalt 


the Grandeur of France with more Servile Submiſſion t han 
the Spaniardsdo, when they fay, That if the Crown of France 
came to be vacant, the Duke of Auen ſhoutd have a greater 
inclination for it than for that of Spain; and that if in chat 
cafe he ſhould happen to deſpiſe Spain, and return to France 


they ſhould be fore d to content themſelves, that a Youngerof 


the Houſe of France ſhould come to honour Spain with his Pre- 


ſence and Government. Poland has not yee forget the Bxam- 
ple of. Philip of Valbæ, who fled to France. Whatever there- 
fore Spais may think, ſhe can't beforehand have an Idea of 


fuch a flight, and conſider her new ſubmiſſian to a neœ King; 


without 1 degrading hes elf conſiderably; nn 
things are of a private concern, whereas the 


But theſe la | 
other things mention'$Þefore are of a publick, and 


may de ol 


his orher Brothers which are at preſent alive? Will he 
then quit Spain, which will be by that time ſecur'd to him by 
ſo many Ties, and fo profitable both for its Dominions which 
abound in Gold, and for the commodioufnefs of its Harbours? 
And if Fortune ſnould make way for the Duke of Berry, would 
the Duke of Anjou content himſelf with his Paternal Crown 
alone, and readily ſurrender this up, which he has already in 
 Poffeflion? „„ | e 0:0 
The Prudence of the Spaniardsistoo well known to imagine 
that they could heartily approve ſuchTrifling Perſuaſions and 


| groan under in 


pernicious  - 
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perniclous conſequence for the fut ure, whatever way we conſi · 
der them here. The force of Peace, Treaties, Religion, and 
the very Laws of Spain lye at the ſtake, and are call d in que- 


ſtion. 


The French Writers themſelves can't deny this, not eve n 
the Arch-Biſhop of Arnbrun, who has made himſelf famous 
among em, by a Libel heretofore publiſhed , under the 
Title of A Defence of the Right of the Moſt Chriſtian 
Jucen. e | 


That Author writing in the ſaid Work with great care 
againſt the Spaniards, in favour of the French Army, which 
then invaded Flanders, and not thinking it fit that he ſhould 
be thought to reflect upon the Pragmatick Sanction of Spain, 
he endeavours to clude it by all poſſible means, and magitteri- 
ally to inſtruct the Spaniards in what was nurtful or profita- 
ble to them. The (aid Sanction, with the other Laws of 
Spain, are in a Book Entituled, Nueva Recepilation, or a New 
Collection printed at Madrid, 1640. This Sanction in moſt 
expreſs Terms, excludes the Freneb from the Succeſſion of 
Spain, ſo that it leaves no Power to Lewis the XIVth. 
and his Brother, nor to any of their Children, to ſucceed 
to the Kingdom of Spain, or any of the States depending 


The ſaid Archbiſhop acknowledges very well the expreſs 
Terms of that Law, and puts himſelf to a deal of pains to 
overthrow fo ſtrong a Bulwark. He repeats the Quirks and 


Shilts of ſome Lawyers, which the Flemiſh and Spaniards had al- 


ready anfiver'dio fully, that the French might be aſham'd to men- 
tionthemagaine And that he might ſeem to ſay ſomething of his 
own, he endeavours in whole Chapters, and at the end of his Ll- 
bel, to diſprove the Reaſons of the uſe ſulneſs of that Law drawn 
from the Publicklutereſt of. Europe; ſaying That ii wanted the 
Authority of a Legiſſator and the Solemnity of a Publication as 
if the Püblick waszonly concern'd in increaſing the Power of 
| France; without any regard to the Houſe of Auſtria, and the 
Quiet of Europe; n that — | 
8 | e could 
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they had ſome part in it. 


CE as | | 


. ould eſtabliſh any Conſtitutions without the approbation of 


France, though they were never ſo conform to the moſt Anci- 


ent Cuſtoms of former Ages, It's enough that in that San- 


Gion of Spain, the Friendſhip and Honour of the Houſe of 
Auſtria did prevail, after they had before been confirm'd by 
Agreements which the French had made and ſwore to. It's 
enough that the ſaid Pragmatick Sanction has been made and 
publiſhed by a wiſe and prudent King, on the requeſt, and by 
the advice of the States of the Kingdom, according to the 


Cuſtom of their Anceſtors, as alſo according to other Laws of 
a later date, | 1 


This Author forgets himſelf, and condemns the Salique- 
Law, and the Authority of his own Kings, if he denies the 
force of this Sanction, in the form and matter of which, all 
the former Cuſtoms have wholly ceaſed. 


The averſion of the French to the Female Sex has not al- 
ways been ſo ſtrong as to exclude them with their Children 


and Relations from the Succeſſion; and nevertheleſs what the 


Salique-Law brought in by proceſs of time, has forbid, is as 
clear as the Sun, 5 5 F 


The French Authors are not ignorant of the Solemn Act 


which has been made not many Ages ſince, which forbids to 
admit the Daughters of France, who are in the Apenage of a 


Royal Brother, to the Succeſſion after his Death, tho till then 


N FH 


1.4 


In the Firſt Family of the Kings of Frence theYounger Bro- 


thers had alſo their part in the Crown ſo far, that even Ba- 


ſtards were not excluded. Thus Clovir, who was the firſt 
Chriſtian King, being dead, his four Sons divided the King- 
dom in as many parts. Childebert had that of Paris, Clodomer 
that of Orleans, Clotariut that of Soiſon, and Theodoric their 
Natural Brother had that of Metz: At length theſe Four 


| Kingdoms being united in Clotariu by the Death of the reſt, 
his Four Sons again made a like Diviſion: of it, each of them 


retaining the Title of King of France, *' _ 
© = f This 


En 


This way of Diviſion continued likewiſe in the Second Fa- 

milly of the Kings of France almoſt to its end, and all the Chil. 
dren of the Kings of France were called Kings. Yet none can 
ſay that thoſe things have been unjuſily changed afterwards, 
and that they ought not to have been alter'd, 8 
Hugb Capet, who brought the Sceptre to the Third Family, 
was the firlt that made the Law, and gave place to Apanager, 
as may be ſeen by an Act of 1282, pronounced only in the 
preſence of Thirty Nobles ; yet the Female Heirs did not 
think themſelves excluded by the Act, until the Reign of Phi- 
- le Bel, who expreſly declar'd againſt their Succeſ- 

Oh, : | 


*T were eaſy to remark ſeveral like Changes touching the 
Form of Laws in Ancient Times, in the Hiſtory of France. 
Now what Frenchman dare accuſe theſe Changes of Injuſtice, 
or declare them null? or who will accuſe their Kings of want 
of Natural Affection in excluding their Daughters, even 
againſt their will, and without having renounc'd their Right 
to it? Who dare declare the preſent Laws of no force, becauſe 
they differ from the Ancient ones ? Not to ſpeak of thoſe Sha- 
_ dows of Modern Parliaments, which make it clearly appear, 
that it were ridiculous in France to make the Ancient Laws the 


Standard of the preſent ones. 


Wherefore the Archbiſhop of Ambrun does but beat the Air, 
when he ſpeaks in a Florid, but Empty Stile, againſt the fore- 
ſaid Sanction ; proſtituting by that means the Royal Sincerity 


and the Sacredneſs of Oaths, in the Opinion of all thoſe who 


are not blinded with Partiality : But the Evidence and the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of that Law appears to all the World. | 


| Kings ſhould have but one Tongue, and one Pen, and there 
is nothing that ſhines more brightly in a Prince, than Honeffy and Sin- 
cerity. Things that are promiſed, agreed upon, and ſworn 
to, if ever they ought to be obſerved, they ſhould be ſo, 


without doubt, by thoſe whom we reverence and _ 5 
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Gods on Earth. It is not lawful that what proceeds out of 
their Lips ſhould not take effect. The Contracts of Kings are 
not liabſe to School Diſputes, they deſpiſe the Sophiſms of the 


Rabble ; and they require an obſervation ſo much the more 


ſincere, by how much they are agreeable to the matter of Re- 


nunciations, to the Laws of Nations, to the Decrees of the 
Common- Law, and to the Statutes of Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 


nons. 


The French, Flmiſh, and Spanifh Lawyers, and ſome of | 


other Nations, do teach, That Stipulations made of the In- 
« heritance of a perſon i in Life, particularly with reſpe& to a 


6 Marriage that is concluded, are approv'd by univerſal Cu- 


« ftom. That the Example of almoſt all the World, is for 


* the validity of Renunciations ; and that too, though no 


% Oath ſhould intervene, even notwithſtanding the Minority of 
<« the Perſon, when they are made by a General Conſent, and 
* for the Publick Good: That in the Oaths made by Heirs, 
there is implied a Solemn Conſent of their Fathers, and 


« an Imprecation againſt them; ſo that they are as much 
© oblig'd in Conſcience, to ſee the thing perform'd, as thoſe 


« who formally (wore and promis'd it. That Succeſſion is con- 


e vey'd to Children by a certain Inftin& of Nature, and not : 


e by any Law of Nature. That ſome Things are founded on 


© ſome Natural Reaſons, yet not ſo as that they can't be 


« changed, alter'd or reyok'd. That one Civil Law may be 


tc aboliſh'd by another. That Laws are arbritrary t to n in 


* favour of whom they were made, Oc 4 


Should one be at the pains to read all 10 Books 9 
been writ theſe Thirty Years, he ſhall find that the Frenab 
have been fickle and inconſtant, and that they have no regard 


to Treaties, Laws, or Latter Wills ; „ when they find it their 
advantage to break or oppoſe them. And this certainly 
ſhould excite all the Powers of Europe, who have any regard 
to their own Welfare, in the preſent Juncture of Affairs, co 
take juſt meaſures in favour of the Houſe of 009; againkt 


the Power and Avarice of France. * Yo a) 
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_ _ The ome wa a malicious Gloſe upon the prudent and 
touching Renunciations confirmed by Oath, Cap. Quativic 
de Pactis; as if the Author of the ſaid Conſtitution, either 
out of Vain-glory, or out of a Deſign to ſtrengthen the 
Papal Authority, had made that. exorbitant Decretal, and 
had endeavoured by a New Law to confirm that Dignity 
- which the See of Rome has attained by cunning and 
deceie. . | 


The Pyrenean Treaty, which was fo prodigal of the Spa- 
niſh Dominions to the French, and the Sacredneſs of re- 
peated Oaths, by which France has more than once Re- 
nounced all Claim to the Succeſſion of Spain, now com- 
uu of being maltreated and trampled under foot, and of 
being quite altered and deformed by Law Quirks and 
School Quibbles. 


The preſent Pope ought to feſent the Contempt that is 
*thrown on his Predeceſſor, and on the See of Rome; ſince 
the Contract of Marriage, which is now thought Null, 
had the Apoſtolical Benediction to give it the more force, 
and make it more ſolemn and ſacred. 5 


The French violate Treaties, deny Kings the power of 
making Laws, ſlight Wills and Teſtaments, and in a word, 
overturn all thoſe things upon which the Peace and Secu- 

rity of Society and Government is founded. They have 

no regard to the publick Good of Europe, and provided 

they can but raiſe the ory and Power of France, they don't 
care if the whole Univerſe beſides ſhould Periſn. 


The way-to:the:Univerſal Monarchy is now more open 

to the King of France than ever; and it can't be thought he 
Will ftop in his Career which he has begun with ſo much 
Craft and Succeſs, unleſs all the reſt of Europe, ſenſible 
of che Injuries done them by France, do ſtir up themſelves, 

And without loſing time, examine what they are obliged to 

do in Favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, left it ſhould be de- 
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We heartily-condole the Fate of. Spain that it has been 
ſo villanouſly ſeduced to act after ſuch a mean and ſordid 
way as it has. done of late. That Spain, which has ſo long 
diſcovered the Snares, and reſiſted. the cruel Deſigns of 
France, ſhould now baſely ſubmit to it, yield her ſelf a 
Slave, and quite loſe her former Greatneſs and Glory, 


which ſhe muſt certainly do it ſhe don't ſuddenly and vige- . 


rouſly. Aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtris. 


We dont in the leaſt doubt but that the evident danger 
which the Dominions and Trade of other Nations are in, 
will perſuade them to act with all their might in favour of 
the juſt. Cauſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, and make them join 
together for their own Safety and Tranquility. 5 


Neither can we doubt but that his Holinefs „ according 


to his great. Prudence, does perceive the, little regard the 


French have for keeping of Peace, or obſerving -Covenants 
and Oaths ; how much they profane the Name of Gad 
and the Holy Goſpel; how haughty they are in their 
Threats; how inſupportable their Government. is; how 
treacherouſly active they are in Foreign Courts; and what 


they are capable to undertake, if the Spaniards, who ſo. 
long nofily Reſiſted them, continue ingloriouſly to ſubmit to 


them, and keep their Neck under that intolerable Yoke. . 


We deplore the Scandal that muſt follow thereupon ; vie. 
foreſee the approaching danger of our Neighbours, and ſe- 


vere-Calamities.which threaten ſome remote Nations. 


The Emperor. Leopold, who was always Peaceable anda 


lover of Juſtice, is Enemy: to none but the Turks, and that 


too only when they provoke him. He is the Avenger of 
the Chriſtian Dignity, and a Religious Obſerver of Laws, 


Treaties and Oaths. But. what ſhould he do now. when he 
5 | ; 3 - 


al; the United Provinces, and the reſt of Germany, be 


r Patrimony, and leſt Ieh, Esghnd. 
5 their beloved Liberties, and af their Riches and 
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is Robb d of his Patrimonial Right, which upon many ac- 

counts belongs to the Houſe of Auſtria, and when the Fiefs 
of the Empire are ſo inſolently Invaded ? The other 
Princes of Europe who have been Injured by Fance, muſt 

certainly ſee that there is no more effectual way to ſecure 
their Peace and Proſperity, than by bringing France downzz 

and Oppoſing of it with all their Force. | 


For my art I ſtop here, and adviſe them only upon the 


account of the Dangers with which they are Threatned, 


and upon account of their Safety: which is now in a very _ 
tottering Condition, to remember what has been ſaid of 

old, T6 make uſe of the preſent Time. Time runs away with 
rapidity and ſwiftneſs, and when Men negle& the firſt.: 


Opportunity, they ſcarce ever find ſuch a one again. 
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